Creator in the days of thy youth, while the eviysl@ome not, nor the years The
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, | have no pleasarthem.” That is, serve

God while you are strong and full of life. Give Ggalr best years. He is your
creator. He gave you not only eternal life but ptgislife also. This book
closes with these word§l.et us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God, and keep his commandments: for thiseismhole duty of man. For Robert W. Reed
God shall bring every work into judgment, with gveecret thing, whether it OF GRACE June 2007
be good, or whether it be evil(Ecclesiates 12:13-14 *hath appeared to all men." Titus 2:11

Blessings and warning stand before every young riae. choice is
yours, live for God, be pleasing to Him in your jlowand there will be no

regrets in old age. Bear the yoke in your youthtfiis is good llamentations
3:27). Give God your all for He gave His only Son tlyati might be saved ( : I l

(John 3:16).
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?tdiing “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?
heed thereto according to thy word. , by taking heed thereto according to thy word.”
Psalm 119:9 ]
Psalm 119:9
“| love them that love me; and those that seek arty eshall + Counsel to Young Men +
find me.” .
Proverbs 8:17 The Scripture has much to say about young men
and especially youth in general. The piety of te&tn
“By the shoot we judge the tree, i i i i
by the blossoms we judge the fruit generation is based on _the integrity of the yourg m _
by the spring we judge the harvest, in the present generation. No one u_ndersf[ands this
by the morning we judge the day, more than Satan, our adversary. The Bible givesyman
and by the character of the young examples of godly young men who served their
man we may generally judge . . , .
what he will be generation in the advancement of God’'s kingdom
when he grows up.” among God’s people. There are also examples giiven o
1.C. Ryle those who rebelled against God’'s Word. May every
(1816-1900) young man take delight in the counsel of the Lard a

take warning also.

“Youth is the seed-time of full age, the moldingsen
in the little space of human life, the turning @oin
the history of man’s mind.”

_J.C. Ryle
Pastor Rosert W, Roed " Believe on the Lord Josus Chrst, (1816-1900
T B oy o and thou shalt b saved, and thy house."
Coden, Alabama 36523 .
(251) 873-4422 Acts 16:31




Robert W. Reed THE RICHES

OF GRACE Y OUNG MEN

This article will focus on the counsel for young nmevarning to young
men, and examples of godly young men given in trgtire.

COUNSEL FOR YOUNG MEN

In Titus 2:6-8, the apostle speaks of the duties of young rféoying men
likewise exhort to be sober minded. In all thingswing thyself a pattern of
good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gyavsincerity, Sound
speech, that cannot be condemned; that he thdt tiseocontrary part may be
ashamed, having no evil thing to say of yoddung men here are spoken of as
a class in need of special exhortation. After spepko the aged men and
women, and young women, the attention is turnaditd young men iverse
6. The chapter begins with the issue of sound detfierse 1), and according
to verse Jif it is not obeyed, the Word of God is blasphdrelease notice the
list of words that describe sound doctrine begignivith a sober mind and
ending inverse 8with sound speech. These three verses show tle goiel
integrity of a godly young man. He is to be an eplnof true holiness in every
way. His life is to adorn the doctrine of God werse 10 As a frame can
enhance the beauty of a picture, our Christianidife add luster to the gospel.
A holy life actually makes attractive the gospelthose who behold it. Titus
himself was a young minister who was admonishegeta pattern or model to
those he ministeredérse 7.

In I Timothy 4:12 the apostle also counseled Timothy in this mattest
no man despise thy youth; but be thou an examptleedbelievers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, inupty.” Timothy, as a young man
and minister, was to live his life in such a wagttho one could speak against
him. Timothy was probably younger than most of phesbyters and his respect
from them would come from a sanctified life befthem. Inl John 2:13-14
the Lord gave praise to the young men who had mgafietory over the world
and remained strong in the faith.

WARNING TO YOUNG MEN

Warning is given inl Timothy 2:22, to avoid youthful sins at all cost,
“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousnedéaith, charity, peace, with
them that call on the Lord out of a pure heartimothy was probably in his
30’s when given this warning. Even as a young renjshe was subject to the
same temptations as other young men. Many livee baen ruined because of
youthful sins and wasted years cannot be retrieVéé. world calls it, “Just
sowing wild oats,” but God calls it sin and therdl vibe a harvest time
(Galatians 6:7-9.

The reason that youthful sins are so dangerousais in youth, passions
are strongest, strength is at its height and isligt it's worst. In the time of our
youth there is peer pressure, unsteadiness, foebsh extremism, and
restlessness. There is experimentation becausis akw to us; there is an
idealistic view of life instead of reality. Youngem more than anyone else break
from religion. There is also the danger of priddiemess, pleasure seeking,

hastiness, and self-confidence. Adam Clark saidsti@l desires are the sins of
youth; ambition and love of power the sins of m&ddge; covetousness; and
carking cares the crimes of old age.” Young mentmemsember that their
heart is corrupt from birthHcclesiastes 7:20, 2%nd they can only be guided
by the Word of God  Rsalm 119:9, 1} In other words, don’t follow your
heart, for it will lead you astray.

Many young men have chosen the wrong path and brawght shame to
themselves and their family. Job prayed for hisssemen after they were
grown, for he knew the folly of youtldgb 1:5). Young Esau sold his birth right
and rejected his parents in the area of marriigbrews 13. Simeon and Levi
brought disgrace to their family through acts aflence and revengé&eénesis
34). The following is a list of other young men whade youthful mistakes:
Hophin and Phineas, Amnon, Absalom, Adonjah, LatnSon, Rehoboam, and
the prodigal son. Young men need to keep watch thair eyes, heart, and
even the companions they have.

ExXAMPLES OF GOOD YOUNG MEN

There are many examples of good and godly young imeScripture. To
begin with, the Lord Jesus is found at twelve yedrage concerned with His
Father’s business, sitting in the temple listerim¢he teacherd (ke 2:41-49).
Solomon, as a young man, spoke of himself as al chilKings 3:3-12).
Humility was the beginning of Solomon’s wisdom. hvwhen seventeen
years of age stood tall among his people in hifebatith God’'s enemiesl (
Samuel 17 He was a man after God’s own heart and servedjédneration
(Acts 13:39. Daniel, carried captive as a young boy to Batylourposed in
his heart that he would serve Gdhgiel 1:8). His enemies could find no fault
in him (Daniel 6:5). Samuel was dedicated to the Lord from birth amadl G
began speaking to him at a very early dggéamuel 3:1-10, 19-2)1 Joseph was
seventeen years of age when God began to speakntbyhdreams Genesis
37:1-11). God used this young man to save his entire fafmdm destruction
(Genesis 50: 18:211 Another extraordinary young meais Josiah
(Il Chronicles 34). He came to the throne at eight years of ageaaradvery
early age, God began dealing with his heart. Haigitbreform and revival to
the nation of Israel during his time. Moses, whencme to years chose to
follow God and suffer affliction with God’'s peoplelebrews 11:24-28 These
are just a few examples of young men that God used mighty way when
their hearts were dedicated to his service.

Conclusion
In Ecclesiastes 11:9-10God speaks directly to young men concerning

their walk with God,“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thyatie
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk énvilays of thine heart, and in
the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that fértlse things God will bring
thee into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow froynhigart, and put away evil
from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are variitfhen inEcclesiastets 12:1
the youth are admonished to never forget the LOREmember now thy



