Again Joseph, the husband of Mary, was a directatwant of
Jeconiah. If Jesus had been the physical desceotidoseph, he could
not sit on David’s throne because of this curse VYhgin Birth solved
this problem. It allowed Jesus to avoid the cuifséeconiah.

Matthew’s Gospel gives the genealogy of Jos#ph step-father of
Jesus through David’'s son Solomon, while in Luk&sspel, in
chapter three, it gives the genealogy of Mary, (g@sother) through
David’s son Nathan. Through Joseph He became tha& son of
David and through Mary He became the physical SbrDavid,
avoiding the curse and becoming heir to the thafri@avid. So Mary
and Joseph were used of God to avert the cursecohihh, while at
the same time establishing the Messiah in the riayalof David.

The same man, JechoniasMétthew 1:11, is called Jeconiah in
| Chronicles 3:16 and called Coniah ideremiah 22:24where he is
identified as Coniah, Son of Jecoiakin, King of dlud

C. To Die for the Sins of Mankind:

Only a perfect sinless Savior could becaribstitute for sin.
Without the Virgin Birth, His sacrifice on Calvag/Cross could not be
accepted, for it is an integral part of the GogpeTorinthians 15:1-
4). Sinful man could not become a substitute fofusiman, only Jesus
Christ could atone for our sins. Praise His Holyrda

‘For with God nothing shall be impossiblel’uke 1:37

“ And without controversy great is the mystery oflliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 3@ angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up gibry.” | Timothy 3:16
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“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Acts3l6:
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"hath appeared to all men." Titus 2:11

The Virgin Birth
Miracle or Myth

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shaltibg forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which baiterpreted is,
God with us.”

Matthew 1:23

The miracle of the Virgin Birth of Jesus Chnissts upon the
plain teaching of the Word of God. Our Savior’s thiris
supernatural in that He was conceived of the Hdtp<s and born
of a virgin. This uniqueness of Christ set Him agaom the rest
of humanity. If God, Who is the creator of life,ncproduce life
from the dust of the earth or from the rib of a mida would have
no problem with a young woman virgin conceiving agiding
birth to a son. This is the great mystery of gaeitsr for with God
all things are possible. We must realize that vemdton Holy
Ground when considering the Virgin Birth.

“Those who deny that Jesus was without a humarerfatiust

explain how He was without human failure.”
-Unknown

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sigrehé&ld, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall tés name

Immanuel.”
Isaiah 7:14



Robert W. Reed

THE RICHES OF GRACE

The Virgin Birth

The Doctrine of the Virgin Birth

The doctrine of the Virgin Birth is one of theost vital doctrines of
the Christian faith, delivered to the sair{thude 3) It is of such
importance that our salvation is based upon ithNoest reader of the
Scriptures can deny this wonderful truth. It is aatoption, it must be
accepted for anyone to be saved.

Many have rejected the Virgin Birth. Some sdmatsay it is not
biologically possible. Human reason also rejeats\thigin Birth saying

it is impossible(Luke 1:37). Skeptics and critics mock at this truth.

Even theologians have denied the plain teachingthiefissue. This
doctrine divides the Bible believer from the skepti

The Virgin Birth was believed by the early churand is a
fundamental article in the Apostle’s Creed. All Ribbelieving
Christians throughout the centuries have accejpisdruth, for without
it there is no salvation.

The Evidence of the Virgin Birth

The first evangelical prophecy after the fall mfan is found in
Genesis 3:15vhere the Deliverer would come from the womanedse
“And | will put enmity between thee and the womamg between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, awd thalt bruise his
heel.” This prophecy was given about 4000 yeafsrb the birth
of Christ. The specific language “her seed” is @ue concept and
must be understood as a foreshadowing of the Viggith. A woman
has no seed and the word “begat” always referhe¢ontale part of
generating a child. Over one hundred times in ttrp&ires the word
seed or seeds is mentioned and it is always theé clethe man. This
passage is saying that the Messiah would be boenvadman without
being conceived by man.

Another fascinating statement is madeSalatians 4:4,“But when
the fullness of the time was come, God sent faghShn, made of a

woman, made under the law..Jesus Christ was made of a woman,

not of a man and a woman but of a woman only.

Matthew’s Gospel, chapter one, verses twenty-odehaanty-two.
According toMatthew 1:16, the Bible clearly states that Jesus was
born of Mary; the word$of whom” is used showing that He was
not begotten of natural generation, but was comcenf the Holy
Ghost. The word “begat” is used from verses twoufh sixteen of
Matthew chapter one, with mention of the fatherdsme, but not
with Jesus Christ. The Bible also clearly state$ Mary was found
with child of the Holy Ghost before she and Josepme together.
In Matthew 1:25, we are told that Marinew not a man till she
brought forth her first born Son. When the angkl tdary in Luke
1:34 that she would have a child she plainly sdid, How shall
this be, seeing | know not a man®Phe Lord Jesus Christ was not
the Son of Joseph as many supposedd 3:23). If God says that
Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born in threesifit books of
the Bible, who am | to question Him?

The Importance of the Virgin Birth
A. To Avoid the Sin Nature:

The Bible clearly declares that Jesus €£hwas Holy,
undefiled and sinlessHebrews 7:26, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Luke
1:35). But if He had a human father this would not he tbecause
the sin (Adam) nature is passed on by the malesJehrist did not
have a fallen, sinful, corrupt nature because Hith&r is God.
Remember, we as human beings are not sinners leea@usommit
sins but we commit sin because we are born withfalsature.

B. To Reign as King:

According toLuke 1:31-33 Jesus Christ is to sit upon the
throne of David and rule and reign over Isra&lSamuel 7:12,
Acts 2:30-31, Matthew 19:28, Matthew 25:3]1 It was the Virgin
Birth that allowed Him the right to this positiom Matthew 1:1-
16, we have a list of the descendants of David whoewe the
royal lineage and this genealogy stopped with Joséye husband

In Isaiah 7:14 seven hundred years before Christ, we have theof Mary (Matthew 1:16). In Matthew 1:11, the fourteenth

wonderful truth of His birth}Therefore the Lord himself shall give you
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and beasam, and shall call
his name Immanuel.” This prophecy is said to be fulfilled in

descendant of David in the royal lineage was Kimgodiah.
According to JeremiaR2:24-3Q a curse was pronounced upon him
because of his sin. According to the curse, neliéis seven sons
or their descendants were to ever occupy the thainBavid.



