can destroy the firstborn, he has a better chahdesiroying the other children
as well. It would be like a domino effect because firstborn sets the pace and
maps out the path for the younger siblings. Thisvigy the training of the
firstborn is so important. Parents fail many tinvegh their firstborn because
they are learning how to be parents. If the firgthis properly trained, he will
have a positive influence on the rest of the chitdin the home. He is to be an
example and serve and help the younger. His life ise dedicated to the Lord.
He is to be a leader and a blessing to otherssHe be strong, faithful, and a
visionary. Character must be instilled in the b if we are to see it in the rest
of the children. The good qualities of the firstbavill rub off on the rest of the
family; likewise, the bad qualities will also ruff.o

In conclusion, parents must work and pray hardstal#ish the right attitude
and actions of their firstborn if they desire tHessings of God upon their home
(Proverbs 13:24, 23:13-14, 29:17, Ephesians 6:1-4). Most children will follow
the lead of the firstborn. If we allow the firstinoto throw fits, argue back, or
stomp off, rest assured, the other children willbfe suit. Our children are to be
raised for the glory of God’s kingdom. If we caraddish this principle with the
firstborn, we have a better chance of being sufaeparents,Proverbs 22:6,
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and whenis old, he will not depart
from it”; Proverbs 22:15, “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; bog
rod of correction shall drive it far from him.”

Amen
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"hath appeared to all men." Titus 2:11

Firstborn

“ Because:all the firstborn are mine; for on theydthat |
smote all the firstborn.in the land of Egypt | lnalled unto me
all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beastnmishall they
be: | am the LORD.”

Numbers 3:13

+ THE IMPORTANCE OF THE.FIRSTBORN *

The term firstborrappears many times throughout the Holy
Scriptures. The word firstbonmeans more than just being born
first, it carries the idea of honor, dignity, angosriority. In the
Bible, the words_firstbornand firstling are used. Firstborn
generally refers to man, and firstling refers tbeast. It is an
established fact that the firstborn belongs to Gbdwing the
importance of this issue. God wants first thingg first part of
our life, the first part of our finances, the figsart of our day,
etc. If this principle is true, and it is, paremtsist take notice
when it comes to the training of their firstbornldhAmen.

“And he is the head of the body, the church: whothe
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in #tings he
might have the preeminence.”

Colossians 1:18
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My goal in this article is to speak on the ternstfiornand also to show the
importance of the training of our firstborn chilthe devil, as well as God, desires
the firstborn because it is the firstborn that skeéspace for the other children in
the family. If the Devil can steal the firstborne Inas a better opportunity of
stealing and destroying the entire family.

THE POSITION OF THE FIRSTBORN

The position of the firstborn in the Scripture igasly seen in places like
Numbers 3:11-12, “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, And |, lokHo
have taken the Levites from among the childrensadel instead of all the
firstborn that openeth the matrix among the chifdref Israel: therefore the
Levites shall be mine.These verses show that the firstborn belong to @au.
text is given to us in memory of the death of tih&tliorn of the Egyptians and the
deliverance of Israel’s firstbormwvy{. 41, 45-46, 8:13-19). The Levites became a
substitute for the Israelites firstborn and thewse in the sanctuary. The Levites
represented the whole congregation of Israel atetiamn their behalf. They were
separated unto God from the rest of the nationusmed in a special way for His
glory. They performed the holy duties of God in ttabernacle. Again, the
firstborn belongs to God whether it is man or béBgbdus 12:11-15; 13:2, 15;
22:30; 34:19, Leviticus 27:26, Numbers 18:15).

In Genesis 49:3, the firstborn represented the prime of humanwaga was
regarded as the beginning of strength for a youagied couple‘Reuben, thou
art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of stiength, the excellency of
dignity, and the excellency of poweFhe firstborn is called the chief of strength
in bothPsalm 78:51 andPsalm 105:36, and the opener of the wombNumbers
18:15. As we have already stated, the word firstboreans far more than just
being born firstDeut. 21:15-17, Genesis 25:5-6, 27:35-36, 43:33, Psalm 89:27).
Firstborn is an honored and special place. It dedls rank, dignity, leadership,
superiority, preeminant status, special rightsyvileges, managements, and
responsibility. In the Hebrew home, the firstbown seceived twice as much
inheritance as the other sons. He was a speciafdrea number of reasons in
which we will discuss later on in this article.

To illustrate the importance of the word firstbowe can consider the nation
of Israel in comparison to other nations; and, g&3lorist in comparison to other
people. Israel as a nation is called firstborfExodus 4:22, “And thou shalt say
unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my, smen my firstborn.” Israel
enjoyed priority status over the other nationshiait they were chosen of God as
His special peopleExodus 19:5-6, Jeremiah 31:9, Amos 3:1-2). Also, we see
the preeminence of Christ in the fact that He Ieddirstborn. InM atthew1:25,
He is the firstborn son of Mary in relation to Hiiearnation. InCol. 1:15, He is
called the firstborn of every creature. Here, we ld&s exalted position as Creator
of all things. He occupies authority over the entiniverse, for it was created by
Him and for Him ¢v.16-19). In Col. 1:18, He is called the firstborn among many

brethren. These Scriptures let us know that JebuistGvas the first to rise from
the dead to never die again and, that the sain®&odfwill one day follow him in
resurrection being conformed to the image of the &dGod. Alleluia, Amen.

THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FIRSTBORN

The firstborn possessed definite privileges thaeomembers of the family
did not have. The Law of Moses said that the fostbcould not be disinherited
(Deut. 21:15-17). Using the nation of Israel again as an exantpkey possessed
privilages, blessings, and promises that no othéom had in the Old Testament
times, Romans 9:4, “Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adopti@and
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving ofldvg and the service of God,
and the promises.This nation occupied a unique covenant relatigns¥ith the
Lord (Psalm 147:19-20, Genesis 12:1-4, Johnl:11, Romans 15:8). These
privileges are known as the birthrighGdnesis 25:31). This inheritance of
birthright was passed to the firstborn upon thédds death. This truth is seen
also among kings, where the throne was passedtfrerfather to the firstborn son
unless other arrangements were made because fililme of the firstborn I
Chronicles 21:3).

The birthright consisted of basically three thinggst, the firstborn has the
headship over the family or the clan. He had aitthover the younger members
similar to that which the father possessed. Thestldon generally took care of
the mother after the father's death and cared Herdisters until they married.
Second, the firstborn received a double portiothefestate, that is twice as much
as the other sons, who received a single portioch éenesis 25:22-33). Third,
the firstborn received a blessing of close and redacovenant relationship with
the Lord. These are some of the wonderful prividegiethe firstborn.

THE POTENTIAL OF THE FIRSTBORN

The firstborn had great potential for good and kirgdom of God. Along
with the position and privileges came great residitg. If the firstborn failed in
his God-ordained position and forfeited his bighti it was a serious offense. The
Bible says that Esau despised his birthright andshealled a profane person
(Hebrews 12:16, Genesis 25:29-34, 27:1-34). In Genesis 4:9, Cain, the firstborn,
failed to be his brother's keeper and Reuben, tistbbrn of Jacob, lost his
birthright because of his grievous sin. His bighti was passed to Joseph and his
two sons I( Chronicles 5:1). Throughout Scripture, there are many firstborns
who rebelled against God and failed in their cglliddam, Samson, King Saul,
Ammon, Uzziah, Korah, Nadab, etc.). Israel as @natventually failed in their
responsibilities and rejected the Messiah. Theyewerbe the means whereby the
world would hear the gospel and be saved.

God controls the birth order and we must acceptGuuol-given place. Satan
wants the firstborn| Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, segkimhom he may devourlf he



